
Ifirst saw this type of clamp some years
ago being used by Neil Scobie. It
allowed Neil to take his work off the

lathe with the chuck still attached and
then screw it onto the jig. The work could
then be orientated horizontally using the
banjo. In this manner he was able to carve
the bowl he was working on, in a more
comfortable and practical position. 

There are now a number of these
devices on the market. The version made
by Woodcut Tools is called the Pro-
Mount Detailing Stand (Photo.1).

My first impression of the jig was the
quality of its finish. It looked expensive. I
was therefore pleasantly surprised with
the actual price. It is also a very well
made tool, robust, accurately machined

and easy to use.
‘Detailing stand’ is an appropriate

name for this style of tool. In the past I’ve
referred to them as a carving clamp
(Photo.2) but this tends to suggest it has
only limited uses. To the contrary I have
found myself using the Pro-Mount for a
number of unexpected applications and
I’m sure there are a number of uses I
haven’t even considered.

Recently I was pouring resin into a
trench around the rim of a platter, but the
resin oozed out on one side due to the
fact I don’t have a dead level surface on
my workbench. On my next attempt, after
I had turned the trench in the platter, I left
the wood attached to the chuck when I
removed it from the lathe. I was then able
to mount the workpiece in the Pro-Mount

that I have clamped to my workbench
(Photo.5). When the resin started to flow
out one side of the trench, I simply adjust-
ed the Pro-Mount to make the platter
dead level.

The Pro-Mount’s standard configura-
tion allows it to be clamped into the banjo
using a tool post that is compatible with

Photo.2: This is the Pro-Mount’s most
obvious use — as a carving clamp for
turned work 
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Photo.1: The Pro-
Mount mounted on
the toolrest holder
on the lathe bed

Photo.5: The Pro-Mount used to level a
platter during a resin pour 

Photo.3: The Pro-Mount mounted on
the workbench. Two separate controls
lock the rotation and tilt 

Photo.4: Tilting the workpiece to con-
trol the flow of glue into cracks in the
wood
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your lathe. However, I have found that
there have been times when this has
placed the work too high to be worked on
comfortably. To overcome this I have
used the bench clamp, an optional acces-
sory, instead (Photo.3). The jig can be
mounted on the bench using the ad-
justable clamp or a more permanent bolt-
ed down fixture. 

Controlled by two separate levers, the
Pro-Mount is adjustable in both tilt and
rotation. Having two locking levers is a
distinct advantage over using one lever to
control both actions. By locking the ‘tilt’
lever, for example, I am able to rotate my
work when desired without having to
keep a hand on it to stop it from tilting.

Another use is to hold the work
while I fill cracks with cyanoacrylate
glue (Photo.4). By tilting the wood in
the required direction I can ensure the
glue flows into the crack rather than
running down the side of the bowl.

I have also used the Pro-Mount to
hold a bowl at a set angle so that I
could drill holes in it on the pedestal
drill (Photo.6). To attach this bowl to
the Pro-Mount I simply mounted a
piece of Radiata Pine on a faceplate,
turned a dome to conform to the
inside shape of the bowl and then hot
glued it to the inside of the bowl. With
this method I can screw the faceplate
onto the Pro-Mount and then proceed
with my carving or other machining.

An alternative is to use a vacuum
chuck to hold the work. Woodcut has
allowed for this by producing a tool post
with a hole bored down its centre
(Photo.7). 

Overall I can recommend the
Promount without hesitation. Users will
not be disappointed with its quality, ease
of use and versatility.

The Pro-Mount is available from
Carroll’s Woodcraft Supplies, Ph: 03
5251 3874, www.cws.au.com. The basic
jig retails for $173 plus postage and pack-
ing. To this you need to add accessories
depending on how you want to mount the
device.

Photo.7: The hollow tool post enables the use
of a vacuum chuck in the Promount (note suc-
tion line connected to post)

Photo.6: Drilling a bowl at a pre-
determined angle. The workpiece is
attached with hot melt glue to a domed
scrap piece of Pine which in turn is held
in the chuck

THE WOOD WIZZ HEAVY DUTY  3 PHASE 
TIMBER  SURFACER & FINISHING MACHINE

Hi-speed, variable speed 3 phase  
induction motor. Only single 
phase power required-Control 
box converts single phase to 3 
phase. Or connect direct into  
3 phase power. 

Hard stainless steel tracks on the rails 
for the gantry to run on. NO PITTING  
OR RUSTING . BUILT TO LAST 

FOR THE WOODWORKER/SAWMILLER WHO WANTS RAPID
PRODUCTION AND A PERFECT WOOD WIZZ FINISH. LARGE 
VARIABLE SPEED CUTTER WITH REPLACEABLE INSERTS ON THE
TIPS; DESIGNED FOR THE BEST POSSIBLE HIGH QUALITY 
FINISH ON ALL TIMBERS.  

  

 

Pre-set cutting widths 
for the cutting head.

           Contact Wood Wizz Machinery, Albury NSW Phone: 02 6043 1764 Email: les@woodwizz.com 

AVAILABLE IN MANUAL
ONLY OPERATION, SEMI-
AUTOMATIC USING THE
VARIABLE SPEED, POWER
FEED HAND HELD REMOTE
CONTROL PAD OR FULLY
AUTOMATIC. CONTROL BOX 

 EQUIPPED WITH A QUICK 
CHANGE SANDING SYSTEM.

CHOICE OF MOTOR SIZE.

SUPERB DUST      
EXTRACTION       
    SYSTEM 

VERY Solid  
     frame 

BUILT TO SUIT     
         YOUR 
 REQUIREMENTS 

PATENTED
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